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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: SMITH'S COMMENTS ON ELECTION POSSIBILITIES 
REF: LUSAKA 1887, 

1 . THE RHODESIAN DIPLOMATIC MISSION HAS PROVIDED US A 
TRANSCRIPT OP IAN SMITH'S PRESS CONPERENCE IN CAPE TOWN 
ON MAY 26. POLLOWING IS THE TEXT OP SMITH'S REPLY 
TO THE QUESTION WHETHER IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO MEET 
THE DEADLINE POR ELECTIONS: 

QUOTE: WELL I THINK A LOT DOES DEPEND ON HOW WE GET ON 
WITH THE MACHINERY. I THINK IT WOULD BE WRONG OP ME 
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TO SAY TO YOU THAT AT ANY TIME I WAS CONFIDENT. WITH 
THE EVIDENCE OP THE EXPERTS, GOING RIGHT BACK TO 
GENEVA, WAS THAT IT WOULD TAKE LONGER THAN THE TIME 
NOW SET ASIDE AND I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ABSOLUTELY 
HONEST AND STRAIGHT PORWARD ON THIS ASPECT. HOWEVER, 

WE HAVE NOW ACCEPTED THIS DATE AND I HAVE COMMITTED 
MYSELP TO DOING THE BEST I CAN IN ORDER TO COMPLY 
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WITH THIS DATE AND ALL OF OUR PEOPLE ARE WORKING 
ELAT OUT TO TRY TO ASSURE THAT WE CAN COMPLY WITH 
THIS DATE. BUT THERE ARE CERTAIN POSSIBILITIES OE 
"CORNER CUTTING" WHICH EVERYBODY IS INVESTIGATING. 

PROVIDING WE CAN DO THIS WITHOUT DAMAGING THE 
EEEICIENCY AND INTEGRITY (OF THE ELECTIONS) THIS IS 
WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO DO. ONE OR TWO VERY GOOD 
IDEAS HAVE BEEN PUT EORWARD, DRAWN TO MY ATTENTION, 

AND PROVIDING EVERYBODY AGREES I WILL NOT STAND 
IN THE WAY AS THESE DO INDICATE A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT 
OE TIME-SAVING. SO I WOULD SAY TO YOU THAT THERE 
IS A GOOD CHANCE OE US COMPLYING WITH THE DATE SET 
DOWN IN THE AGREEMENT AND THAT IS THE INTENTION OE 
ALL OE US CONCERNED, INCLUDING THE CIVIL SERVANTS 
WHO ARE DEALING WITH THE ADMINISTRATIVE WORK. 

UNQUOTE. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH SMITH AVOIDED A CATEGORICAL 
COMMITMENT THAT ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD THIS YEAR, 

HIS STATEMENT SUGGESTS THAT THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

AT THIS POINT DOES INTEND TO TRY TO HOLD ELECTIONS OF SOME SORT 

IN THE PROSCRIBED PERIOD. THE "CORNER CUTTING" 

METHOD TO WHICH SMITH REFERRED, IS PRESUMABLY 
AN ELECTION FOR PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION BASED 
ON A NATIONAL LIST AS ANNOUNCED BY THE COUNCIL ON 
MAY 30 (PRETORIA 3109). 
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